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Be Our Friend On

to be a fan visit

Pacifi cSun.com
or search for Pacifi c Sun on FB

Wayka Bartolacelli
Specializing in San Rafael Properties since 1986

In 2011, over half of my sales were in San Rafael!

2 Grande Paseo 73 Windstone

380 Johnstone 430 Pinewood

536 Miller Creek 490 Pinewood

274 Flagstone 
(represented buyer)

SOLD!

FOR SALE

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

waykab@apr.com 
Cell: 415.860.4687 
www.wayka.com

“Your best investment is my ultimate goal.”–Wayka

178 Deepstone
Charming Cape Cod with huge kid-friendly yard. 
4Br 2BA. Dixie Schools. Close to new Marinwood 
Market and many recreational features. $529,000

125 Mitchell Blvd., Ste. F 
San Rafael • 415.472.6004

Call to schedule a 
FREE ESTIMATE 

on a New or Replacement 
Garage Door

QUAL I TY  GARAGE  DOORS S INCE  1975

or Visit our online Showroom at
northgategaragedoors.com



18 Pacifi c Sun
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Sun Valley Where Marinites go for the sunny side of the life

SUN VALLEY AT A GLANCE

FIRE Station 1, 1039 C St.

LIBRARY San Rafael Public Library, 1100 E St.

PARKS Sun Valley Park, Solano St. and K St., Boyd Memorial Park, 
B St. and Mission Ave.

POST OFFICE 910 D St.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS Sun Valley Elementary, 75 Happy Lane
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Pacifi c Sun Hom
e & Garden photo by Julie Vader

Sun Valley’s charms have attracted Marinites since the early 20th 

century, when the neighborhood was a bustling hub of San Rafael. 
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THE northwest neighborhood of central San Rafael 
known as “Sun Valley”–unimaginatively called 

Neighborhood 13 in the San Rafael General Plan–includes 
most of Fift h Avenue, from H Street to the end. From there 
it meets Mount Tamalpais Cemetery, as well as K Street 
and the residential area extending west and including the 
streets of Humboldt and Solano. But Sun Valley carries 
the kind of “location cache” that will spur folks from the 
outlying Rafael Highlands, Fairhills, Forbes and Racquet 
Club communities to claim Sun Valley as their place of residence 
as well. And why not?

Th e oldest section of Sun Valley was built up between 1882 and 
1900; the San Francisco earthquake brought another wave of set-
tlers north in ’06. 

In 1914, the area became Marin’s own mini-Hollywood, as the 
California Motion Picture Corporation set up shop at the end of 
K Street. Under the auspices of San Francisco entrepreneur George 
Middleton and his would-be-It-Girl, wife Beatriz Michelena, the 
CMPC utilized the rustic Sun Valley hills to produce a series of 
country melodramas; one of its more sophisticated productions, 
an opera-inspired silent called Mignon, was fi lmed at what is now 
the playground of the Sun Valley Elementary School, at Fift h and 
Happy Lane. Alas, Marin was not Tinsel Town North and by the 
early ’20s CMPC had gone bankrupt, its Sun Valley studios sitting 
vacant until burning down in the early 1930s. 

Th e area remained relatively unchanged until the post-World 
War II baby boom birthed with it a need for more housing, with 
hillside development occurring steadily throughout the 1960s and 
’70s, leading to the neighborhood’s much-discussed architectural 
diversity. (Th ough in general, Sun Valley is comprised primarily of 
large, single-family homes, with a smattering of some duplexes and 
small apartments.) 

While friendly, the idyllic residential community of Sun Valley 
is not quiet about issues concerning its peaceful habitat, and the ac-
tive neighborhood association regularly holds meetings to discuss 
changes to the cemetery and nearby school, traffi  c fl ow, park reno-
vations, market updates and the like.

Th e neighbor-
hood has its 
own shopping 
center/
community 
gathering spot 
at the corner of 
Fift h and Cali-
fornia; included is a laundromat, a 
needlepoint shop, computer services center 
and a hair and nails salon. Just past Scenic Avenue on 
Fift h is the West End Nursery, a family-owned shop that 
provides the area’s gardening and landscape supplies. At the opposite 
end of Fift h Avenue is the Marin Monument Company—a monu-
ment itself since the early 1920s—which outfi ts granite and bronze 
memorials for next door’s full-service, 130-year-old Mt. Tamalpais 
Mortuary & Cemetery. 

Sun Valley Park, on Solano Street between California Avenue and 
K Street, is a 2-acre recreation area with a playground and jungle gym, 
basketball court, sheltered picnic tables and—although signs calling 
for leashes are prevalent—a moderately sized open plot of grass just 
perfect for playing catch with your dog. Another prized amenity is the 
Rafael Racquet and Swim Club, found up Racquet Club Drive, where 
members can still have lunch and enjoy the beatifi c views of Sun Valley 
with a backdrop of Mt. Tamalpais and the surrounding East Bay hills. 

Strolling through the neighborhood today, it’s easy to see why turn-
of-the-century residents originally fl ocked to Sun Valley. It’s the kind 
of place where the local market displays two public bulletin boards, 
mostly touting dog-walking services and job postings. It’s where 
residents will argue over the loss of a hiking trail or debate whether the 
cemetery should restructure its borders. Where a momma deer and her 
two off spring can silently trot across the street, impervious to residents 
mowing their lawns or children scooting by on their bikes.

—SAMANTHA CAMPOS
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B A Y A R E A

GREEN BUSINESS
MARIN COUNTY

Boxes & Packing Supplies

Order Online: Order by Phone
415-454-1983

Mention 

This Ad and

Receive a 

Free Book!

Open

7
Days

 

  A Suite with
   Professional Appeal

The KitchenAid® Pro Line™ Series suite of appliances 

embraces the vitality of bold, professional styling. 

Attractive stainless steel fi nishes and robust Pro Line™ 

Handles adorn our French door bottom-freezer refrigerator, 

dishwasher, microwave hood combination oven, and slide-in 

ranges. These appliances, with familiar high-performance 

features and inspired aesthetics, are sure to invigorate the 

atmosphere and draw you into the kitchen more than ever.

For additional information about KitchenAid® appliances, visit KitchenAid.com
®Registered trademark/™Trademark/the shape of the stand mixer is a registered trademark 
of KitchenAid, U.S.A. ©2010. All rights reserved.

atmosphere and draw you into the kitchen more than ever.

For additional information about KitchenAid® appliances, visit KitchenAid.com
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Ann Taylor Loft
Bank of America ATM
Bath & Body Works
BevMo!
Burger King
Chevys Fresh Mex
Claire’s
Cellular World
Costco
DSW–Designer Shoe Warehouse
Eddie Bauer Outlet
Extreme Pizza
Fresh Choice
GameStop
GNC
Gymboree
H&R Block
IHOP
Jennie Low’s Chinese Cuisine
Justice
Leslie’s Pool Supplies
Macy’s Furniture
Marin Beauty Co.
Marshalls
Men’s Wearhouse
Miracle Ear
NH2 Salon
Old Navy Clothing Co.
Panda Room
Party City
Pasta Pomodoro

Patelco Credit Union
Payless ShoeSource
Petco Pet Food & Supplies
Pier 1 Imports
Ross Dress for Less
See’s Candies
Sephora
Site for Sore Eyes
Sleep Train
Southern Pacifi c Smokehouse
Sports Authority
Sprint PCS
Starbucks Coffee
Subway
Supercuts
SushiHolic
Target
Tilly’s
Tuttimelon
Vintage Nails
Vintage Oaks Dental Group
Wild Birds Unlimited

FIRST STOP: VINTAGE OAKS
NEXT STOP: SHOPPING VICTORY


